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Changes to Executive Board
Chief Financial Officer Maike Schuh departs

Chief Executive Officer Christian Kullmann takes over Schuh’s responsibilities
 at Executive Board level

Contract of Chief Human Resources Officer Thomas Wessel extended until 
2028

Essen, Germany.  After ten years at Evonik, Maike Schuh is leaving the company at 
her own request. A trained lawyer, Schuh had been a member of the Executive Board 
since April 2023, responsible for the finance department. Previously, she ran the 
accounting unit, moving to the newly founded Performance Materials division in 2020 
and taking over as Managing Director there in 2022.

Christian Kullmann will temporarily be responsible for the finance department at the 
Executive Board level. Dr. Claus Rettig will take over Schuh's operational duties until a 
successor is appointed, effective immediately. In this function, he reports to Kullmann. 
Rettig is currently Associated Member of the Executive Board and responsible for the 
region Asia-Pacific. He will take on his new duties on top of the existing ones.

"Maike Schuh has worked very successfully for the company in various functions and 
has achieved a lot," says Bernd Toenjes, Chairman of the Supervisory Board. "I regret 
her departure and thank her on behalf of the entire Supervisory Board for her work."

"We respect Maike's decision," says Kullmann. "I have known and appreciated her for 
ten years. With her expertise and experience – also in the operational business – she 
has made valuable contributions to our company. I wish Maike all the best for her new 
phase of life."

"I had ten good and exciting years at Evonik and I am happy and grateful for this time," 
says Maike Schuh. "The last few years in particular have not been easy, because we 
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have had to assert ourselves in an increasingly difficult environment. We have always 
succeeded in doing so. I wish Evonik and all our great employees all the best and every 
success for the future."

At its meeting today, the Supervisory Board extended the contract of Thomas Wessel 
by a further two years until August 31, 2028, as planned. Wessel is Chief Human 
Resources Officer and Labor Director. He is also responsible for infrastructure and 
sustainability, and has been a member of the Executive Board since 2011. 

"With his wealth of experience, Thomas Wessel will ensure that the biggest 
transformation in the history of our company is implemented consistently and at the 
same time with social integrity," says Kullmann.
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Evonik: Leading beyond chemistry
Evonik goes beyond the boundaries of chemistry with its combination of innovative strength and leading 
technological expertise. The global chemical company, headquartered in Essen, Germany, is active in 
more than 100 countries and generated sales of €15.2 billion and earnings (adjusted EBITDA) of €2.1 
billion in 2024. The common motivation of the approximately 32,000 employees: to provide customers 
with a decisive competitive advantage with tailor-made products and solutions as a superforce for 
industry, thereby improving people's lives. In all markets. Every day.

Disclaimer
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this release or where our statements concern the 
future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and 
uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating 
environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the 
forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.

Evonik Industries AG
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 Germany
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 www.evonik.com
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Registered Office is Essen Register 
Court Essen Local Court Commercial 
Registry B 19474

Online version press release

Press Release

3 / 3

https://www.evonik.com/en/news/press-releases/2025/09/changes-to-executive-board.html
https://www.evonik.com/en/news/press-releases/2025/09/changes-to-executive-board.html
https://www.evonik.com/en/news/press-releases/2025/09/changes-to-executive-board.html
https://www.evonik.com/en/news/press-releases/2025/09/changes-to-executive-board.html

