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Evonik starts up new isobutene plant in Antwerp 
 
 

•  Capacity tripled 
•  Expansion of market position in Europe 
•  Energy-saving process that reduces environmental impact 
•   Further strengthening of integrated C4 technology °

 platform  
 
 
Evonik Industries, Essen (Germany) has started up a new facility to 
produce high-purity isobutene at its site in Antwerp (Belgium). The 
new plant, which involved investment of tens of millions euros, can 
produce up to 110,000 metric tons isobutene p.a. and forms part 
of the site’s integrated C4 production platform. The investment 
has tripled Evonik’s production capacity for isobutene, which is 
used, for example, for butyl rubber for applications such as inner 
liners with low air permeability in automotive tires.  
“The new production plant strengthens our position as one of 
Europe’s leading suppliers of isobutene,” says Dr. Thomas 
Haeberle of Evonik's Executive Board. Isobutene from Antwerp 
enables the Group to reliably meet rising demand from customers. 
Jan Van den Bergh, who heads up Evonik’s Advanced Intermediates 
Business Unit, adds: “At the same time, it further increases our 
efficiency and flexibility in the management of product streams in 
our integrated C4 production.” Evonik’s integrated C4 production 
complex in Antwerp is on of the world’s leading technology 
platforms in this field. As a specialty chemicals group, Evonik 
produces high-quality starting products and intermediates from 
crude C4, a by-product of ethylene and propylene production.  
Isobutene is produced by splitting the anti-knock agent MTBE 
using a new process developed by Evonik. This new process is 
particularly environment-friendly and resource-efficient: Complex 
heat integration in the facility minimizes energy consumption. The 
innovative catalyst used in the process does not contain heavy 
metals. It makes optimal use of the raw materials, so only very 
small amounts of by-products are generated.  
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Isobutene is used in the production of rubber for the tire industry 
and in plastics, anti-oxidants and fine chemicals. It is also used to 
produce polyisobutene, a starting product for lubricants, fuel 
additives, adhesives and sealants. 
In its technologically advanced integrated production facilities in 
Antwerp and Marl (Germany), Evonik processes all components of 
crude C4 into isobutene, butadiene, the anti-knock agents MTBE 
and butene-1, oxo-alcohols and plasticizers.  
 
 
Company information 
Evonik is the creative industrial group from Germany. In our core business of 
specialty chemicals, we are a global leader. In addition, it has energy and 
residential real estate operations. Our performance is shaped by creativity, 
specialization, reliability and continuous self-renewal. 
 
Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2010 more than 
34,000 employees generated sales of around €13.3 billion and an operating profit 
(EBIDA) of about €2.4 billion. 
 
 
Disclaimer 
In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our 
statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve 
known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, 
depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its 
group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements 
contained in this release. 
 


